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Stephen is a partner in the Business Litigation practice group. He focuses his practice on complex business 
litigation, including financial fraud, lender liability defense and securities cases and investigations, breach of 
fiduciary duty claims, class actions and entertainment law disputes. He is also an expert and frequent speaker 
regarding corporate crisis management.

Practice Areas
• Business Litigation
• Business Restructuring, Creditors’ Rights & Bankruptcy
• Securities & Shareholder Litigation

Experience
• Successful representation of financial institutions in lender liability cases.
• Prosecuted, tried and prevailed in bankruptcy claims filed on behalf of bank group.
• Obtained dismissal of RICO complaint against law firm client.
• Obtained a favorable federal jury verdict in a five week accounting fraud trial.
• Conducted numerous internal investigations prompted by law enforcement and/or regulatory inquiries.
• Assisted a national management recruiting firm in enforcing a large contract for provision of its services 

against a national computer retailer. The representation resulted in a significant payment to the client.
• Defended a national group of concert promoters in federal court in New York against antitrust and 

related claims.
• Represented publicly-held provider of telephone service in numerous commercial disputes. In one 

case, obtained a sanction against the plaintiff in the amount of $500,000.
• Represented public and private boards in numerous cases involving allegations of fraud and breach 

of fiduciary duty.
• Represented public and private boards whose companies were under federal investigation by federal 

and/or state law enforcement and/or regulatory authorities.
• Led a team of twenty-plus attorneys in representing the court-appointed examiner in the then largest 

case of fraud in U.S. Bankruptcy Court history.
• Investigated corporate fraud allegations which led to the imprisonment of the chief financial officer.
• Represented a U.S. government contractor in criminal investigation of fraud. No indictment was 

issued.
• Represented currency options trading company in federal criminal investigation. No indictment was 

issued.
• Led the litigation team in representing a public company in successful hostile takeover litigation in 

federal court.
• Defended companies and board members in shareholder litigation.
• Successfully defended a regional hair cutting chain against class action discrimination claims.
• Successfully represented bank against class action Ponzi scheme claims.

Education
• Cleveland-Marshall College of Law, J.D., 1982
• Case Western Reserve University, M.S.S.A., 1977
• Ohio University, B.A., 1973
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