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Scott O’Connell is deputy chair of Nixon Peabody’s Litigation department as well as the practice group leader 
of the Commercial Litigation team and the Class Action & Aggregate Litigation team. He represents integrated 
financial service companies—including banks, securities firms, insurance companies, and regulated subsidiaries 
of nonfinancial parents—in federal and state court litigation and before regulatory agencies.

Scott has extensive experience defending financial institutions in class actions concerning lender liability, 
breach of contract, breach of fiduciary duty, breach of good faith, unfair and deceptive trade practices, fraud, 
misrepresentation, fair debt collection practices, and civil RICO. He has particular trial experience litigating 
complex financial relationships between parties, unfair and deceptive trade practices claims, corporate control 
issues including corporate freeze-out, lender liability, and civil RICO.

While at law school, Scott served as an editor of the Cornell Law Review and as chancellor of the Moot Court 
Board. He was also an instructor in the Cornell undergraduate government course, “Law: Its Nature and Function.”

U.S. News/Best Lawyers named Scott O’Connell 2013 “Lawyer of the Year” in Litigation–Securities Law 
(Boston). Scott has been recognized for exceptional standing in the legal community for litigation in Chambers 
USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business 2013, which describes him as “a very good lawyer who is very 
interested in his clients.” He has also been recognized by Chambers USA in previous years. In addition, he 
has been recognized as a “New England Super Lawyer” in Securities Litigation and/or Class Action-Mass Torts 
based on a peer-review survey by Thomson Reuters (2007 to present). Scott has been included in The Best 
Lawyers in America from 2010 through 2013 for Commercial Litigation, Litigation-Banking & Finance, Litigation-
Securities, Product Liability Litigation-Defendants, and Mass Tort Litigation/Class Actions-Defendants. Scott was 
recognized as a local litigation star in the 2011 and 2012 edition of Benchmark Litigation, the definitive guide to 
America’s leading litigation firms and attorneys. Scott has also earned an AV peer rating from Martindale-Hubbell. 
Additionally, Scott has been named the Best Lawyers’ 2013 Boston Litigation – Securities “Lawyer of the Year.”
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